GeoCASe Advisory Board Update
3rd July 2020

I am kindly writing to provide you with an update on the activities of the GeoCASe Advisory Board. 
Official (volunteered) advisory board members:
Chair: Johanna Eder (SMNS Stuttgart)
Jiri Frank (NHM Prague)
Falko Glöckler (MfN Berlin)
Olle Hints (Tallinn University of Technology)
Andreas Kroh (NHM Vienna)
Jiri Kvacek (NHM Prague) 
Patricia Mergen (RMCA Tervuren) 
Michael Rasser (SMNS Stuttgart) 
Laura Tilley (CETAF) 
Rachel Walcott (National Museum Scotland Edinburgh) 
Activities 
So far, the Advisory Board (AB) has had 4 meetings. Below is a  summary of each meeting along with a link to the minutes for further detail.  
You can also access the meeting minutes for the general ESG group and the GeoCASe Advisory Board in the CETAF work bench. The ESG meetings are organised by year. 
CETAF Workbench navigation: (Cetaf.org > login > workbench > CETAF bodies > Earth Science Group). 
· Advisory Board (AB) Meeting – 28th May 2020 
This meeting mainly focused on defining the general and technical specifications for GeoCASe  MVP 1 and the task timelines for delivering it (Task 1.01). The next task that the AB decided to focus on is Task 1.04 ‘ Detailed object view implementation (fields available, arrangement, how to cope, deal with data gaps)’
Meeting minutes:  https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cWSOoE5G3mheUOb5ejR8pbFmzq2XF3DA/view?usp=sharing
Technical roadmap: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1QhIy0sGIdV1OAMma35AExroYFMNfElqLmHCulJ1OZFc/edit#gid=0 
· Working meeting for Task 1.04 – 18th June 2020
The goal of Task 1.04 is to make a list of information we should have on the landing pages for individual specimens and define what is the minimum requirements as well as desirable information. The Advisory Board is currently working on a list of required fields (e.g. Taxon, common name, locality, age etc) for the main disciplines (Palaeontology, Mineralogy, Meteorites and Rocks), this will be shared with the general ESG in due course. 
 Falko Glöckler suggested the GBIF specimen landing pages as a good example for inspiration.
 Meeting minutes: https://drive.google.com/file/d/12VRB4YBZ8MRLnMkbG-eCA-HVsGjmzpV4/view?usp=sharing

· Advisory Board meeting – 26th June 2020
· This meeting focused on the operation and structure of the GeoCASe Advisory Board in terms of how often it has meetings (decided at least once a month), how decisions should be made (decided Advisory Board majority vote). Also, how to make sure the ESG are kept up to date and engaged in the development of GeoCASe. 
· We also discussed whether we should replace the name ‘GeoCASe’ for the portal as to give it a fresh beginning. For instance, should it be a full name change are just partly?, what are the implications of a name change, etc. Members were asked to think about this further. 
· We discussed the implications of the GeoCASe  MVP1 development with regards to the fact that the current versions of BioCASe does not include the EFG standard. 
Meeting minutes: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MIQtu55PrKqCrkErzZorgJjnTEGgX_JY/view?usp=sharing
· Working meeting for Task 1.04 meeting – 2nd July 2020 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The purpose of this meeting was to collectively discuss the initial suggestions on the list of metadata fields for the specimen landing pages. Good progress was made.  We found that there are some similarities between different disciplines. The next steps from this meeting is to see if we can map suggested fields to the ABCD-EFG standard; also, to design roughly the layout of the landing pages; decide on what fields need to be mandatory and recommended. 
· The outcomes for Task 1.04 will be shared with the general ESG once our suggestions are more finalised. 
Upcoming meetings: 
· Advisory board meeting in July week commencing 13th – actual day and time TBD
· Task 1.04 Meeting in July – week commencing 13th – actual day and time TBD










