Questionnaire on regulations in European countries concerning the collecting/sampling of geological material.


Note to contributors: No responsibility is expected for the correctness and completeness of the information you provide.


Country:	SPAIN 
(February 2019, because legislation could change)

1. Apart from sampling in national parks and other officially protected sites (e.g. UNESCO World Heritage site, geotope), are there any legal restrictions affecting sampling, importing and exporting of rocks, fossils, and/or minerals in the country?

Yes, fossils are affected by Spanish Cultural Heritage Legislation as well.

2. If there are legal restrictions, which constitutional level regulates the law(s) (e.g. national, federal state, provincial; multiple answers are possible)?

Autonomous Communities have competencies about Cultural Heritage Legislation (including sampling fossils). 
Ministry of Culture have competencies about exporting/importing fossils.

3. Where is the legal information available? If available online, please provide a link to the website(s). If not available online, please state where it can be obtained. 

All texts (national, autonomic and other regulations) in Spanish via:

http://www.culturaydeporte.gob.es/legislacionconvenio/loadSearchLegislation.do?cache=init&legislation.area.id=PAHI&layout=legislacionPatrimonio&language=es

4. If the text is not in English, please provide a short summary of its/their main statements on sampling, transportation and exportation restrictions.

In general, sampling quaternary fossils is forbidden in all territory without permits. Most of autonomous communities are more restrictive and forbid all periods. It is difficult to get a permit for foreign people (EU included). It is possible and easier in collaboration with a Spanish research team (Spanish co-direction). In most Autonomous Communities is mandatory.
All material must remain in Spanish institutions (under the Autonomous Community Administration where the site is located, in case of autonomic regulation had been developed). Any exception must be asked beforehand, when the excavation permit is asked by some researcher. If positive, an exportation permit would be needed. I do not know any successful case.

5. What types of permission are legally sufficient (e.g. an official permit, written letter or verbal agreement) for different types of landownership (e.g. government, private or company). 

Written official permits by the Ministry of Culture must be always gotten for import/export fossil specimens (whatever origin).
Written official permits by the Autonomous Communities must be gotten for prospection / excavation, if it is so regulated in the regional territory; at the moment as following: 

· all periods in Andalucía, Aragón, Asturias, Canarias, Cantabria, Castilla-La Mancha, Catalunya, Extremadura, Galicia, Illes Balears, La Rioja, Madrid, Murcia, País Vasco.
· Castilla-León: only Pleistocene 
· Navarra: only Quaternary 
· Valencia: only protected sites

In general, a scientific-technical project must be presented on why a paleontological action is going to be made, together with a Spanish Co-Director.

6. How and where does one apply for a sampling permit? [Please provide link(s) to website(s)] ES: only Spanish; EN: English as well

Andalucía (ES): 
https://www.juntadeandalucia.es/servicios/procedimientos/detalle/303/como-solicitar.html
Aragón (ES): https://gobierno.aragon.es/portal/site/GobiernoAragon/menuitem.bc635f27d1b850777f4dbc1754a051ca?vgnextoid=b0390eb4bb58b210VgnVCM100000450a15acRCRD&idTramite=686
Asturias (ES):
https://sede.asturias.es/portal/site/Asturias/menuitem.46a76b28f520ecaaf18e90dbbb30a0a0/?vgnextoid=1b3a5a8a9ad4f010VgnVCM100000b0030a0aRCRD&i18n.http.lang=es
Canarias (ES):
https://sede.gobcan.es/sede/tramites/955
Cantabria (ES):
https://sede.cantabria.es/autorizaciones-licencias-concesiones-homologaciones?p_p_id=oficinavirtual_WAR_oficinavirtualportlet_INSTANCE_ITa8&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-4&p_p_col_count=1&_oficinavirtual_WAR_oficinavirtualportlet_INSTANCE_ITa8_groupId=16401&_oficinavirtual_WAR_oficinavirtualportlet_INSTANCE_ITa8_nbocs=nbocs&_oficinavirtual_WAR_oficinavirtualportlet_INSTANCE_ITa8_articleId=3784694&_oficinavirtual_WAR_oficinavirtualportlet_INSTANCE_ITa8_javax.portlet.action=mostrarArticulo
Castilla La Mancha (ES):
https://www.jccm.es/tramitesygestiones/convocatoria-subvenciones-para-la-financiacion-de-proyectos-de-investigacion-del
Castilla León (ES):
https://www.tramitacastillayleon.jcyl.es/web/jcyl/AdministracionElectronica/es/Plantilla100ListadoTramite/1251181077965/_/1235028397241/TipoTramiteElectronico
Catalunya (EN)
http://web.gencat.cat/en/tramits/tramits-temes/Autoritzacio-dintervencions-arqueologiques-o-paleontologiques-integrades-en-un-projecte-dinvestigacio?category=740af80a-a82c-11e3-a972-000c29052e2c&evolutiuTramit=1
Extremadura (ES):  
https://ciudadano.gobex.es/buscador-de-tramites/-/tramite/ficha/1237
Galicia (ES):
https://sede.xunta.gal/detalle-procedemento?codtram=CT102A
Murcia (ES):
http://www.carm.es/web/pagina?IDCONTENIDO=549&IDTIPO=240&DEXEL=S&RASTRO=c672$m2469
Navarra (ES):
http://www.navarra.es/home_es/Servicios/ficha/2675/Concesion-de-licencias-para-excavaciones-y-prospecciones-arqueologicas
Valencia (ES):
http://www.gva.es/es/inicio/procedimientos?id_proc=19190&version=amp

For Illes Balears La Rioja, Madrid, and País Vasco there is no specific procedure via link to a website. I think that it would be necessary to get in contact with a Spanish Research Team.


7. Does the collector have to follow any best codes of practice for a field area (e.g. specific ways of entering the field area, prohibited use of certain tools to extract samples or expose fresh rock surfaces, the amount of sampling allowed, the condition you should leave the area when finished). Please state where this information can be found.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I guess yes. I suppose they are included in the Legislation of the Autonomous Communities and all these data will be included in the answer to the application, if positive. Usually is also included via the links mentioned before.

8. Does the collector need insurance of any kind?

No, as far as I know. Nevertheless, if insurance would be needed, it would be explained in the answer to the application for a sampling permit.

9. Are permits needed to export/import geological material (rocks, minerals, fossils, sediment)? Are different permits needed for national postal services and private postal services? 

Export (and import) permits are always needed for fossils. If it is considered Spanish Heritage, export permits are restricted to a period of time (temporal export permit). 

Permits (export and import) must be always emitted by the Ministry of Culture, and it is the same whatever postal service.

10. Are there any known issues of using certain shipping companies/postal companies when exporting samples outside the country?

For fossils, it must have an economic valuation in case of Spanish CORREOS, and insurance for transport in case of private transport companies.

11. Are there regulations about type-specimen deposition (i.e., may holotypes/paratypes be deposited at foreign institutions or is a law in place that necessitates the return of type material even when legally sampled and exported)?

As far as I know if sampling and exit from Spain was made legally (excavation or prospecting permit + permanent exportation permit) type material could be deposited in a foreign institution. Please, if some of you would know any case I would like to know it.
Of course, if export were made only with a temporal permit, it must return.

12. Additional comments:

Whatever fossil from wherever site must come into Spain with a temporal import permit, in case of the person would like the fossil to come back again to the country of origin. It is a question of traceability.  

In case of doubt, do not hesitate and ask.
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